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Annual Inflation in Saudi Arabia Records 1.9 Percent in

December

Saudi Arabia's annual inflation rate
slowed to 1.9 percent in December
2024, compared to 2 percent last
November.

The Saudi General Authority for
Statistics attributed the increase in
the inflation rate by 1.9 percent last
December, to the increase in the prices
of housing, water, electricity, gas, and
other fuels section by 8.9 percent,
the prices of the food and beverages
section by 0.8 percent, and the prices
of the miscellaneous personal goods
and services section by 2.2 percent,
compared to the decrease in the prices of the transport section
by 2.5 percent. The increase in the prices of housing, water,
electricity, gas, and other fuels by 8.9 percent was affected by the
increase in the group of rents paid for housing by 10.6 percent. The
rise in this section had a significant impact on the continuation of
the annual inflation pace for December 2024, given the weight that
this section constitutes, which is 25.5 percent.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)
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B US Budget Deficit Hits Record High in the Last Quarter of 2024 341 28l JIB Luubii ggiuy Jauy AiSpill Aijlgsll jac g

The Treasury Department said that
the U.S. public deficit hit a new
"record high" between September and
December after declining revenues
and increased spending, particularly
due to frequent hurricane disasters.
The deficit was $711 billion during
this period, up 39 percent year-on-
year.

In the United States, the fourth quarter
of 2024 is the first of fiscal year 2025,
which ends September 30, 2025.

The deficit due to "record" spending
also widened by about $1,800 billion
in three months, up 11 percent from the same period last year. In
parallel, revenues fell by 2 percent.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)

B France Cuts Growth Forecast To 0.9 Percent in 2025

French Prime Minister Francois
Bayrou revealed that the government
has lowered its economic growth
forecast for 2025 to 0.9 percent,
instead of 1.1 percent.

The high level of debt in France is the
government's biggest concern, Bayrou
said, warning that it poses a threat to
the French social model. He said that
this religion is a sword hanging over
our country and our social model.
We have many reasons to worry, but
the most prominent are our excessive
debts.

He pointed out that the government aims to achieve a public
deficit of 5.4 percent of GDP in 2025. Stressing the government's
commitment to the goal of reaching a deficit of 3 percent of GDP
by 2029.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited
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https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5101222-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%AE%D9%81%D8%B6-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-09-%D9%87%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5101222-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%AE%D9%81%D8%B6-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-09-%D9%87%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/economy/2025/01/15/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%AE%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%84-1-9-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/economy/2025/01/15/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%AE%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%84-1-9-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/economy/2025/01/15/%D8%B9%D8%AC%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/economy/2025/01/15/%D8%B9%D8%AC%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7

B $6 Trillion GDP Expected For Gulf Countries in 2025

The Secretary-General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, Jassim Al-
Budaiwi, predicted that the GDP of |
the six GCC countries will reach $ 6
trillion during 2025.

During the Gulf dialogue session
held within the sessions of the Asian
Money Forum 2025 in Hong Kong, Al-
Budaiwi noted, "The GCC countries
enjoy an important economic position
in the world, as the GDP of the GCC
countries in 2023 reached about § 2.1
trillion, and is expected to reach $ 6
trillion by 2025."

He explained, "The total sovereign financial assets in the GCC
countries amounted to about $ 3.2 trillion, equivalent to 33 percent
of the total sovereign assets in the world," noting that "the total per
capita GDP amounted to about $ 36.7 thousand."

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

I Arab Region to Attract 1,655 Investment Projects in 2024

The report of the Arab Investment
Guarantee ~ Corporation  showed
the success of 12 Arab countries
in attracting 1655 new foreign
investment projects implemented by
1591 companies from several Arab
and foreign countries at a cost of about
$ 63 billion during the period between
January and October 2024.

The UAE ranked first in terms of
the number of projects received with
1,095 projects, with a share of 66
percent of the Arab total. Egypt ranked
first in terms of the investment cost of
projects, with a value of more than $ 25.2 billion and a share of 40
percent of the Arab total. While Saudi Arabia ranked second in all
indicators with a share of 16 percent of the number of projects, 22
percent of the investment cost, and 16 percent of the jobs created.
The UK was the largest investor in the region with 248 projects,
with a share of around 15 percent of the total. The United States
ranked first in terms of investment cost with a value of more than
$9.5 billion, with a share of 15 percent.

Source (Al-Raya Qatari Newspaper, Edited)

B Qatar's Central Bank's Assets Exceeded 304 Billion Riyals

The assets of the Qatar Central
Bank at the end of last December
recorded 304.44 billion riyals,
compared to 304.75 billion riyals
at the end of November 2024. The
assets of the Qatar Central Bank
increased by 2 percent, equivalent
to 5.96 billion riyals, compared
to the level of assets at the end of
December 2023, which amounted
to 298.48 billion riyals. Three
factors supported the increase in
Qatar Central Bank's assets during
2024, including the increase in
gold reserves by 38.70 percent, the growth of balances with
foreign banks by 26.07 percent, and the increase in balances
with local banks by 1.49 percent. Gold reserves last month
reached 33.80 billion riyals, followed by investment in
foreign treasury bonds and bills 127.09 billion riyals.

Source (Al-Raya Qatari Newspaper, Edited)
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https://www.raya.com/2025/01/15/389-%d9%85%d9%84%d9%8a%d9%88%d9%86-%d8%af%d9%88%d9%84%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%ab%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a3%d8%ac%d9%86%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%82%d8%b7%d8%b1/
https://www.raya.com/2025/01/15/389-%d9%85%d9%84%d9%8a%d9%88%d9%86-%d8%af%d9%88%d9%84%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d8%b3%d8%aa%d8%ab%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a3%d8%ac%d9%86%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%82%d8%b7%d8%b1/
https://www.raya.com/2025/01/14/%d8%a3%d8%b5%d9%88%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b1%d9%83%d8%b2%d9%8a-%d8%aa%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b2-304-%d9%85%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7%d9%84-%d8%a5%d9%84%d9%8a%d9%83/
https://www.raya.com/2025/01/14/%d8%a3%d8%b5%d9%88%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b1%d9%83%d8%b2%d9%8a-%d8%aa%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%a7%d9%88%d8%b2-304-%d9%85%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%b1-%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7%d9%84-%d8%a5%d9%84%d9%8a%d9%83/
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5101209-6-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AC-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC-%D9%81%D9%8A-2025
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5101209-6-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AC-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC-%D9%81%D9%8A-2025

Qil Prices Stabilize With a Decline in US Inventories and

Expectations of Weak Demand
Oil prices steadied on Wednesday, after falling on Tuesday,
supported by falling U.S. crude inventories and expectations
of supply disruptions due to sanctions on Russian tankers amid
speculation of lower global fuel demand.
Brent crude futures rose to $79.94 a barrel after falling 1.4 percent
in the last session. U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude futures
rose 12 cents, or 0.15 percent, to $77.62 a barrel after falling 1.6
percent.
Oil prices fell on Tuesday after the U.S. Energy Information
Administration forecast oil would come under pressure over the
next two years as supply exceeded demand.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/oil-and-gas/2025/01/15/%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D9%87%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%B2%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B6%D8%B9%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A8
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/oil-and-gas/2025/01/15/%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D9%87%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%B2%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B6%D8%B9%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A8

